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Northern Exposure Policy

T
he Northern Exposure will strive toward 

excellence by reporting news accurately, 

objectively and thoroughly. Providing leader-

ship through editorials and establishing a forum. 

“Letters to the Editors” are accepted and encour-

aged, but should be written responsibly, in good 

taste, free from libel, obscenities and invasions 

of privacy. “Letters to the Editors” should be less 

than 300 words and must be signed. Letters may 

be delivered to room 2103.

1st Amendment

   Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof, or abridging the freedom of 

speech, or of the press; or the right of people 

peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 

Government for a redress of grievances.
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The Virus that No One Knew: Zika
RachaelMcMillin-Co-Editor-in-Chief

From the being remotely 
populated to a small town 

in South America to spreading 
worldwide, the Zika virus is 
making headline news when 
babies were being born with 
birth disorders because of the 
virus.
   The Zika virus is a flavivi-
rus, part of the same family 
as yellow fever, West Nile, 
chikungunya and dengue. But 
unlike some of those viruses, 
there is no vaccine to prevent 
Zika or medicine to treat the 
infection. Zika is command-
ing attention because of an 
alarming connection between 
the virus and microcephaly, a 
neurological disorder that re-
sults in babies being born with 
abnormally small heads.
   Since October 2015, Brazil 
has seen 508 confirmed cases 
of microcephaly in newborns. 
At least seventeen of those 
cases have a confirmed link 
to the Zika virus. There were 
only 146 cases in 2014. So far, 
27 babies have died from the 
condition, with at least five 
linked to Zika. An additional 
70 deaths are under inves-
tigation and authorities are 
investigating 3,935 suspected 
cases.
   Other Latin American 
countries are seeing cases in 
newborns as well. Colombia 
reported more than 6,000 
pregnant women have tested 
positive for the virus, while in 
the United States one Hawai-
ian baby was born with mi-
crocephaly linked to the Zika 
virus after his mother returned 

from Brazil.
   “I don’t plan on traveling to 
any foreign or tropical country 
anytime soon, but if I was 
then I would most definitely 
make sure to check up on 
their policies of any disease,” 
Bailey Meade, senior, said.
   The virus is most commonly 
transmitted when an Aedes 
mosquito bites a person 
with an active infection 
and then spreads the virus 
by biting others. Those 
people become carriers 
when they have symp-
toms.
   “For awhile, I’ve known 
that the virus has been a 
concern for South Ameri-
ca for some time, but it is 
just gaining attention due 
to the nearing proximity to 
the U.S.,” Tessie Deselich, 
senior, said.
   In early February, the 
Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) 
reported the first case of 
locally acquired Zika virus 
in the United States, but it 
was not from a mosquito 
bite. Instead, the virus was 
sexually transmitted. Now 
federal and state health 
officials are investigating 
more than a dozen cases of 
possible sexual transmis-
sion of the Zika virus, some 
of them among pregnant 
women.
   Researchers are hard at 
work in laboratories around 
the world trying to create 
a Zika vaccine. A clinical 
trial for a Zika virus vac-
cine could begin this year. 
The WHO says it will be at 

least 18 months until large-scale 
clinical trials get underway.
   “While in development, it’s 
important to understand we 
won’t have a vaccine this year 
or even in the next few years, 
although we may be able to 
have a clinical trial start this 
calendar year,” Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, director of the National 

Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases at the National 
Institutes of Health, said.
   Whether traveling to a 
foreign country or staying 
within the United States, the 
Zika virus will be spreading 
too. Make sure to take extra 
precaution.

If a person travels to a country where 
Zika is present, the CDC advises strict 

mosquito protection measures:

1. Use an EPA-approved repellent over sunscreen

2. Wear long pants and long-sleeve shirts thick 
enough to block a mosquito bite

3. Sleep in air-conditioned and screened rooms

Courtesy of vox.com

The four new elements added to the periodic table. 
Courtesy of www.rsc.org

New Year Brings 
New Scientific Advancements

MarinCarey-StaffReporter

As of early January four new elements with atomic numbers 113, 
115, 117 and 118 have indeed been synthesized, and confirmation 

of their completion of the seventh row of the periodic table has come 
from the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC). 
  “The discovery of the new elements are very exciting for science, it 
opens up a whole new world of possibilities,” Natasha Nutter, Sopho-
more, said.
  These elements, Ununtrium, (Uut or element 113), Ununpentium 
(Uup, element 115), Ununseptium (Uus, element 117), and Un-
unoctium (Uuo, element 118), have all been discovered by different 
scientists around the world. Element 113, Ununtrium, was the first to 
be discovered and was discovered in east Asia. It was discovered by 
Kosuke Morita’s group at the RIKEN Nishina Center for Accelera-
tor-based Science in Japan, by firing a beam of zinc-70 at a target made 
of bismuth-209. Elements 115 (Ununpentium) and 117 (Ununseptium) 
were discovered by numerous different groups and institutions.
  These elements’ discoveries were made by scientists at Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory in the US, the Joint Institute for 
Nuclear Research in Russia and Oak Ridge National Laboratory in the 
US. Finally, element 118 (Ununoctium), was discovered by scientists at 
Berkely Lab back in 2006, but because of the discoveries of the other 
three it now has a solid place on the periodic table. 
  Beyond this discovery, scientists are now faced with the struggle to 
discover elements that will begin the 8th level of the periodic table. No 
one knows how long this will take or how strenuous discovering them 
will be.

Gravitational waves, ripples in the fabric of the space-time 
continuum, have been discovered as of February 11th. Their 

existence was first proposed by Albert Einstein’s theory of relativity 
in 1916, but have now been officially proven. Einstein was not quite 
sure about these waves. In 1916, he told the discoverer of black 
holes that gravitational waves did not exist, then went back and said 
that they did. In 1936, he and his assistant Nathan Rosen set out to 
publish a paper proving the idea wrong before doing the same flip-
flop again. 
   Detecting two colliding black holes is amazing in itself, no one 
knew for sure if black holes actually merged together to create 
even more-massive black holes, but now there’s proof thanks to the 
detection of these gravitational waves. The waves came from two 
black holes circling each other, closer and closer, until they collided. 
What’s even more amazing is finally having direct evidence for a 
phenomenon that was first predicted 100 years ago, using an instru-
ment that was proposed 40 years ago. This discovery opens a whole 
new door to our ability to see what’s happening out in the universe. 
   “It’s crazy that a theory we’ve been learning about since elemen-
tary school is just now being verified,” Jessica Whitmore, Junior, 
said.
   In the event of a supernova coming into the vicinity of the galaxy 
or potentially one nearby, scientists would be able to use this 
gravitational wave detection to closely examine what actually goes 
on inside a supernova. Also, this makes the study of the warping of 
space-time way more plausible. 
   The study of general relativity via gravitational waves is far from 
over. Questions still remain about the nature of the graviton itself, 
the particle believed to carry the gravitational force. In summation, 
both of these discoveries open up hundreds of doors into the close 
examination of the universe and time itself. 

THE FOUR NEW ELEMENTS

GRAVITATIONAL WAVES
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Courtesy of upload.wikimedia.org

Courtesy of meida.breitbart.com

Dolphins Running Out of Time in Taiji

ZoeRickman-StaffReporter

Taiji is a small Japanese 
village located in Hi-

gashimuro District, Wakayama 
Prefecture.  Taiji has long been 
well known as a whaling town 
and spearheaded the develop-
ment of more sophisticated 
whaling techniques in the 17th 
century. 
   In 1988, a ruling by the 
International Whaling Com-
mission forced Taiji to sus-
pend commercial whaling. 
Despite this, the town con-
tinues to hunt small whales 
and dolphins. Taiji’s annual 
dolphin hunt is a subject of 
controversy and the town 
faces continued pressure from 
protest groups. It is also what 
the small town in most well 
known for. 
    “This is like one generation, 
and that’s not ‘traditional,’ The 
Japanese could go kill with 
traditional whaling and go in 
big 20 man canoes and paddle 
out and kill a whale, but they’d 
never slaughter 100s of dol-
phins before,” Lincoln O’Bar-
ry of the Dolphin Project said 
(courtesy of ryot.com).
   Many journalists and report-
ers have deemed to call the 
dolphin drive hunt as being 
a “cultural tradition” but the 
practice of mass murders of 
dolphins actually started when 
the motorboat engine was 
invented in 1969.
   “The Taiji hunt — which 
lasts for six months and will 

kill or capture up to a quota 
of 1,873 animals this season 
alone — causes outrage 
from animal advocates 
every year. Since 2010, the 
conservation organization 
Sea Shepherd has sent 
“Cove Guardians” to the 
cove where the hunt occurs 
to document the hunt and 
put pressure on Japan to 
end the practice” (courtesy 
of thedodo.com).
   There are currently 12 
large dolphin-hunting boats 
up and running in Taiji and 
each and every single one 

of those boats send out at 
the fist light of day to start 
the search of wild dolphins. 
After locating a pod of 
dolphins, the hunters alert 
the other boats. Giving 
them their location in order 
to start the hunt. 
   “The boats form a 
v-shaped wall around 
the family of dolphins. 
The dolphin hunters then 
utilize the long metal pole 
attached to the side of 
each boat, hammering the 
flanges on top to create a 
deafening “wall” of sound. 

The banging sound terrifies 
the dolphins, causing them to 
swim away from the sound, 
in the direction of the driving 
boats – driving them straight 
toward the Cove” (courtesy 
of seashepard.com).
   After chasing the dolphins 
toward Taiji Harbor, the 
hunters net the dolphins 
into a small shallow area, 
2nd jump into small mo-
tor-powered skiffs along 
with professional dolphin 
trainers to select dolphins for 
a life in captivity. The small 
boats are also used to push 
the remaining dolphins into a 
rocky shore off the coast and 
segregate the families so that 
they may transfer the dead 
bodies of those slaughtered 
to the butcher house.
   Many Japanese who op-
pose the hunts are afraid to 
speak out publicly because 
of threats from the govern-
ment and the extremist an-
ti-foreigners groups. Shinzo 
Abe is the leader of most of 
the action taking place. One 
man has the power to stop 
this cruelty. 
   Completely ignoring the 
fact that dolphin slaughter-
ing is now illegal in Japan, 
Taiji dolphin hunters con-
tinue to send out boats and 
murder innocent animals and 
capturing dolphins, doomed 
to spend a life in captivity. 
To help, please go to www.

takepart.com.

Oh, Look At the News!
HannahJohnson-BusinessManager

The Iowa Caucus took place on the first of February.  Cruz won for the 
republicans with 27.6 percent of the vote, closely followed by Trump with 

24.3 percent.  Clinton won for the democrats with 49.9 percent, closely fol-
lowed by Sanders with 49.6 percent.
   The Iowa caucus is so important because of it´s timing. It is the first state to 
hold their caucus. Though the caucus does not predict the next president very 
well, it gives the candidates a good idea of who will not go much farther in the 
race.

Donald Trump and Bernie Sanders won the 2016 
NH primary. Trump won with 35.3 percent 

of the vote with the second republican, Kasich, 
having 15.8 percent of the vote on the republican 
side, while Sanders won with 60.4 percent of the 
vote and Clinton had 38 percent of the vote for the 
democrats.  This was a major setback for Clinton 
who won New Hampshire against Obama.
   “The first four states represent just 4 [percent] 
of the delegates needed to secure the nomination,” 
Robby Mook, Clinton’s campaign manager, said 
(courtesy of npr.org).
   The candidates still have a large percentage of the 
country to win over before making it to the general 
election.
   Missouri was apart of the “mini super Tuesday” 
on March 15. As of now, most of the delegates that 
will be apart of the electoral college have been 
decided.

Because of the events in Fer-
guson, Missouri during 2014, 

the Ferguson Police Department is 
now working on making changes. If 
the city of Ferguson and the Justice 
Department do not agree on the 
changes, it could result in a lawsuit. 
   The changes include training 
guidelines for police officers on 
when to use force and to focus more 
on avoiding force. The police will 
also have body-worn cameras. There 
will also be no increase in police of-
ficer salaries, but there will be higher 
fire fighter salaries.
   “The Department of Justice will 
take the necessary legal actions to 
ensure that Ferguson’s policing and 
court practices comply with the Con-
stitution and relevant federal laws,” 
Vanita Gupta, head of the Justice 
Department’s Civil Rights Division, 
said (courtesy of npr.org).

The UK is going to vote on whether or not to stay 
in the European Union (EU) on the 23 of June. 

Right now the people of the UK seem to be split 50-
50 on whether or not to stay apart of the EU. If they 
decide to stay in, the EU will make a few changes. 
These changes include protection for London, the 
way child benefit is calculated and migrant welfare 
payments as well as several other things. Every per-
son of voting age, can vote. In England voting age is 
the same as the US, 18. The voters will simply vote 
yes or no on the referendum. 
   “The question is always crucial in any referendum. 
The Electoral Commission proposed the wording, 
which has been accepted by MPs: ‘Should the United 
Kingdom remain a member of the European Union 
or leave the European Union?’” Brian Wheeler and 
Alex Hunt, reporters for BBC news, said (www.bbc.
com). 
   This decision could potentially have a huge impact 
on the rest of the world. If the UK leaves, it could af-
fect travel, crime and trade with the rest of the world.  

Ferguson, Missouri

Iowa Caucus

New Hampshire Primary

UK to Vote on Their 
Future

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiji_dolphin_drive_hunt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiji_dolphin_drive_hunt
http://www.seashepherd.org/news-and-media/2015/08/31/sea-shepherds-cove-guardians-on-site-in-taiji-for-sept-1-launch-of-operation-henkaku-1739
http://www.seashepherd.org/news-and-media/2015/08/31/sea-shepherds-cove-guardians-on-site-in-taiji-for-sept-1-launch-of-operation-henkaku-1739
http://www.seashepherd.org/news-and-media/2015/08/31/sea-shepherds-cove-guardians-on-site-in-taiji-for-sept-1-launch-of-operation-henkaku-1739
http://www.seashepherd.org/
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Horseback Riding Galloping to Successs 

Horses have been around 
for hundreds of years, 

carrying soldiers into battle 
and even saving people in 
some situations. They are 
currently used in competitions 
to show off their beauty and 
talent. They are brave, smart 
and strong animals. 
  North has a few students that 
ride horses and they are Kate 
Davis, Alexandra Odom, Katie 
Beeman and Chelsea Shannon.
  “I have been riding horses 
for about ten years now and I 
love it so much,” Katie Davis, 
sophomore said.
   One of the most common 
forms of competitions are 
rodeos. In a rodeo, there are 
many different categories that 
a rider can perform in. Kate 
Davis and Alexandra Odom 
both participate in goat tying 
in the rodeos they compete in. 
  “I have only competed in 
one competition since being 
back from my break but it was 
really fun, especially because 
I am super competitive,” Katie 
Beeman, junior, said.
   Horseback riding is said to 
be a very difficult sport that 
takes concentration and phys-
ical stability from the horse 
and rider. The rider creates a 
special bond with their horse 
and it takes a huge amount of 
trust, but not just for the rider, 
the horse has to trust the rider 
as well.
   “My favorite thing about 
competing and practicing is 
the connection my horse and 

I have and 
just getting 
to spend time 
with him,” 
Davis, said.
  Odom has 
two horses and 
she competes 
with both of 
them in all of 
her shows. 
Their names 
are Nellie and 
Foxy, and 
they are both 
mares. The owners claim it is 
not easy to take care of hors-
es, let alone fund everything 
that goes into owning and 
looking after horses.
  “It is a huge cost respon-
sibility and a lot of time, 
because I pay for everything 
for him and I spend around 
four to five hours with him a 
week. I go out there and feed 
him and I ride him a lot so, 
it is a huge responsibility to 
keep after,” Davis, said. 
  There are other ways to ride 
horses without having to buy 
your own horse. Many stables 
offer a system to rent a horse.
  When preparing for an 
upcoming contest, the riders 
claim there is a lot of work 
that must be done to get 
ready.
  “When I am getting ready 
for a competition I will ride, 
just about every single day of 
the week, especially during 
the season I am out there 
everyday. I always practice, 
because practice makes per-

GracieSnook-StaffReporter

Get Yiggy With It 
Youth in Government, also know 

as YIG, is getting students 
involved with today’s politics. This 
statewide educational program is 
helping high school students prepare 
to be leaders in America. Overall, 
YIG is promoting awareness of the 
state government and preparing stu-
dents to be better leaders in the state 
and country. 
  YIG all started in New York in 
1936 and made its way to Missou-
ri in 1949. Missouri was only the 
second state in the mid west to have 
the program. The first time YIG met 
in Jefferson City, Missouri was on 
December 16 and 17, 1949 with 
one hundred and thirty five students 
participating and representing their 
high schools. Since then, the club has 
grown tremendously. Over 10,000 
Missouri youth have been involved 
and YIG is now in over 40 states.
  “My favorite part about it is that we 
have so much freedom. We basically 
run it all ourselves which is really 
cool,” Claire Voiss, junior said. 
  At YIG, students come togeth-
er, grades eight through 12, for a 
three-day convention in Jefferson 
City. With all the students togeth-
er, a student-driven version of the 
state government goes into session. 
Everything they do is under the 
Missouri Constitution and is to help 
students get a better understanding 
of leadership skills and students will 
receive a first hand understanding of 
the government at the state level.
  “I was just elected Speaker of the 
House and it has given me the oppor-
tunity to meet some awesome new 
people,” Alexa Kemper, junior, said. 
  YIG is broken down into five 
different parts so students can focus 
on what they are most interested in. 
Students can choose from: Legisla-
tive, Judicial, Executive, Lobbyist or 
the Media Program.  At the Legisla-
tive level, the ideas of the youth get 

turned into actual laws after 
they debate and vote on those 
ideas. The students at the Leg-
islative level are based closely 
off of the actual Missouri state’s 
legislature. The Legislative 
branch is also broken down 
into two groups, which are the 
House of Representatives and 
the Senate. 
  The next branch is the Judicial 
branch which helps to expose 
the YIG members to trials as 
attorneys and witnesses to get a 
good grasp on how the judicial 
process works today. A judicial 
team is made up of two to four 
students. Students can apply to 
serve as a judge as well. Even 
before students go to the State 
convention, YIG members have 
to prepare for cases to get a 
hand on experience of the court.
  “I have learned a lot from 
YIG. I have been able to learn 
more about the behind the scene 
stuff in the government. YIG 
is more than what you see on 
the outside,” Emma Cleaver, 
senior, said. 
  The Executive branch is the 
next branch. The main goal 
of this branch is to provide 
leadership by serving as or for 
an Executive Officer. Students 
can apply to be in different roles 
within this branch, it is just 
what role fits the student best. 
The entire students in the Exec-
utive branch positions are also 
elected into their position.
  The Lobbyist branch and the 
Media program are the next 
two parts of YIG. The Lobbyist 
branch is new to the YIG pro-
gram. Students in this branch 
are advocators, persuaders, 
and also answer people in the 
lawmaking process. 
   In the media program, stu-

BlairClark-StaffReporter dents are able to be involved in the print press program 
or the video news program. In this program, students 
provide coverage of what is happening throughout the 
other areas of YIG. Students in the print press program 
gather information and place it all in a newspaper for 
everyone to look at. In the video news program, students 
are the eyes and ears of the State Convention. The Media 
program makes sure everyone is informed about all the 
activities at YIG.
  Overall, YIG an informative club that prepares stu-
dents for the real world. Three of LSN’s students hold 
leadership positions. Each student was voted in to those 
positions. YIG is keeping all students apart of something 
bigger. It is helping students get to know the government 
and learn what politics are all about. 

fect,” Odom, sophomore, said. 
  There are many equestrian clubs around the Kansas 
City area. The Missouri Kansas Youth Rodeo Associ-
ation is a popular club that Odom, Davis and Beeman 
are all both a part of. 
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SAAC meeting together to discuss this months LSN sporting events. 
Photo by Lexie Talpers

62 Odd Holidays in March 
DanielleZammar-Junior/WebEditor 

Sunday Monday Tuesday

National Pig 
Day
National 
Peanut Butter 
Lovers Day

1

Wednesday

National 
Bannana 
Cream Pie Day
National Old 
Stuff Day    

2

Thursday

National 
Anthem Day
National I 
Want You To 
Be Happy Day

3

Friday

National Hug 
A G.I. Day
National Day 
of Unplugging

4

Satuday

National 
Cheese Doodle 
Day 

5
National Oreo 
Cookie Day

National 
Dentist Day

6

National 
Cereal Day

National Be 
Heard Day

7

National 
Proofreading 
Day

National Penut 
Cluster Day

8

National Get 
Over It Day

National 
Meatball Day

9

National Pack 
Your Lunch 
Day

10

National 
Promposal Day

National 
Oatmeal Nut 
Waffle Day

11

National Girl 
Scout Day

National Plant 
a Flower Day

12
National 
Earmuff Day

National Open 
an Umbrella 
Indoors Day

13

National 
Napping Day

National Potato 
Chip Day

14

National Shoe 
The World Day

National Ag 
Day

15

National 
Everything 
You Do is 
Right Day
National 
Artichoke Day

16

St. Patricks 
Day

National 
Sumbarine 
Sandwich Day

17

National 
Awkward 
Moments Day
National 
Sloppy Joe 
Day 

18

National Lets 
Laugh Day

National 
Quilting Day

19
National 
Ravioli Day

National 
Proposal Day

20

Corn Dog Day

National 
Fragrance Day

21

National Goof 
Off Day
National 
Barvarian 
Crepes Day

22

National Puppy 
Day

National Chip 
and Dip Day

23

National 
Chocolate 
Covered 
Raisins Day

24

National Medal 
of Honor Day

National 
Tolkien 
Reading Day

25

National 
Spinach Day

Epliepsy 
Awareness Day

26
National Joe 
Day

National Span-
ish Paella Day

27

National 
Something On 
a Stick Day
National Black 
Forest Cake 
Day

28

National Mom 
and Pop 
Busniess Day
American 
Association 

29

National Take 
a Walk In The 
Park Day

National I Am 
In Control Day

30

National 
Bunsen Burner 
Day

National Tater 
Day

31
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 SAAC: More Than Just Free Food 
While first entering high 

school as a freshman, 
one of the biggest things that is 
stressed is to become involved 
in as many extracurricular 
activities as possible.
   In schools across the nation, 
there is one club in particular 
that is dedicated solely for 
student athletes in which its 
main purpose is to portray 
a positive image of activity 
involved students. The group 
is called the Student-Athlete 
Activity Committee, or more 
commonly referred to simply 
as SAAC.
      Mike McGurk, the school’s 
activities director and assistant 
principal, is the sponsor of 
SAAC. For him, besides the 
lunches, getting back into the 
classroom environment is his 
favorite part of being a spon-
sor of this club.
   “You do a variety of activ-
ities. Number one, you serve 
as a liaison between student 
athletes and administration, so 
if there is an issue they think 
that needs to come up they 
can bring it up in our monthly 
meetings,” Mike McGurk, 
SAAC sponsor, said.
   Besides representing a posi-
tive image of student athletes, 
there are many other things the 
club offers to the students.
   “We try to teach leader-
ship skills in SAAC, and we 
do that in a variety of ways. 
Currently this year we are 
doing a book study, and then 
once a month during Bronco 
Time each group is assigned 
to lead in a group-sponsored 
activity where they have to 

teach leadership skills, so it is 
kind of like serve as a liaison, 
but also work on leadership 
skills so that can transfer over 
to separate teams. Almost 
every sports team and activity 
is represented on our group,” 
McGurk, said. 
   Unlike a lot of other school 
related clubs and activities, 
SAAC requires a specific rec-
ommendation by coaches and 
faculty members in order to 
become involved in the group.
   “I got recommended into 
SAAC because I was recog-
nized by a coach right before 
going into freshman year,” 
Logan Jenkins, sophomore, 
said.
   The members of this club 
meet every Tuesday morning 
before school. Within these 
meetings, the students per-
form various team-building 
exercises. In addition to these 
exercises, they also discuss 
how the chosen activities help 
them work together and how 
it helps them practice their 
leadership skills.
   “SAAC is a good way to 
recognize leadership in ath-
letics and other programs that 
go on at North. The benefits, 
other than the lunches, are the 
events that we participate in 
and activities we set up and it 
is a good recognition for all of 
the leaders,” Jenkins said.
   There are many benefits of 
being a member of this club. 
Not only are they able to 
knock out some of their com-
munity service hours through 
some of the activities that 
are carried out, but they also 
get to go through hands on 

CaraPanarisi-OpinionEditor experiences and even get the chance to practice and work at 
realistic situations. This helps them grow into becoming the 
best student-athlete leader they can possibly be.
    “It is really a hands on club that teaches you how to be 
a leader on and off the field or court. It forms the students’ 
patience and teamwork, which is beneficial for everyone as a 
whole,” Leana Samyn, sophomore, said
   Whether the students obtain information through their 
monthly meetings or learn things by their activities, SAAC 
is overall a great club to be apart of and helps student-ath-
letes become leaders both in the classroom and on the field 
or court.
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 Child Stars: 
Gone But Not Forgotten

Many people do not remember 
their childhood, but if they are 

asked about their favorite mov-
ies, TV shows, or music they will 
remember. Those memories of the 
good old days will seem bittersweet 
but has anyone ever thought about 
those child stars and what they do 
now?
  Go back to a better more and more 
simple time. Back before Shia Leb-
ouff was in the Transformers movies 
and Amanda Bynes was still the host 
of her own show. Hillary Duff, Aaron 
Carter, and Brittney Spears were 
on the radio. Take a step back into 
childhood. 
  Growing up is inevitable. Age has 
hit some people better than others. 
It is a good thing grown up kids will 
always remember those child stars in 
their glory days though.
  Some of the shocking changes 
have come from stars like Macaulay 
Caulkin who started his acting at the 
age of seven and currently 37 years 
old. He was the main star in the 
grossly popular Christmas movies, 
Home Alone, but has anyone seen 
him after the year 1994? Believe it 
or not, he is currently still acting and 
has recently appeared on three epi-
sodes of The Jim Gaffigan Show in 
2015 and likes to make appearances 
on small TV shows.
  Haley Joel Osmet is another one 
who has ended up like Caulkin. They 
both prefer to keep a low profile. 
Osmet was a recurring face on the 
big screen in the late 90s and early 
2000s. He starred in movies like 
The Sixth Sense and A.I. Artificial 
Intelligence. Osmet too is still acting 
in small parts like in the second 

installment of the movie Entourage 
and an indie movie called Tusk.
  Mia Rickman, senior, thought 
about her favorite child star and 
thought about Raven Simone.
  “I first saw Raven Simone when I 
was little and had just learned about 
Disney Channel. My mom helped 
me memorize the channel number 
and That’s So Raven was my favor-
ite show,” Rickman said.
  When asked if she knew what Ra-
ven was doing now, she was certain 
that she already knew where she 
had been working recently. 
 “ I know what she is doing. She 
is arguing her opinion daily on the 
View and I have actually watched 
an episode with her in it,” Rickman 
said.
  Katelyn Betz, senior, mentioned 
that she really liked Jonathan Lip-
nicki.
  “I first saw him in Stuart Little 
and I fell in love with his glasses. 
He was really good at expressing a 
wide array of emotions for a child,” 
Betz said.
   Betz has seen some recent pic-
tures of Lipnicki and has noticed 
that he has changed.
  “He is really buff now, so I guess 
he has been hitting the gym since 
Stuart Little,” Betz said.
  Mary Heine, senior, took a differ-
ent spin on her favorite child star 
and mentioned someone from TV, 
Moises Arias.
   “When I first saw Moises Arias 
he was on Hannah Montana and I 
thought he was ugly. I also saw him 
on Jonas Brother’s “SOS” music 
video and I thought he was still 
ugly. I just saw a picture of him 
now and he is yet again, still ugly. 

HaleyHynes-StaffReporter 
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What A Girl (And A Guy) Wants
OliviaGray-SportsEditor

   “I notice their eyes first. Personality-wise, definitely their sense of 
humor,” Patrick Dowd, senior, said.
   In the survey, most boys look for girls with “nice hair”, great 
sense of humor and intelligence. Similarly, girls also find “nice hair” 
attractive as well as someone kind and respectful. Although their 
definitions of “nice hair” were not specified, hair seems to be a very 
important aspect when it comes to considering a relationship.

   The top two most attractive attributes in girls seem to be “funny” 
and “looks attractive”. Most girls prefer witty as well, but others 
also said they most preferred someone with a positive attitude and 
intelligent.

   “They have to be funny and 
see your worth,” Megan Riley, 
senior, said.

   The majority of boys surveyed 
said the most unattractive 
thing about a girl is bad 
hygiene. On the contrary, a 
whopping majority of girls 
said someone who is sexist is 
the most appalling.
   “The most unattractive thing 
in a man is when they’re rude 
to girls and do not treat women 
equally,” Riley said.

Dating Etiquette
Just like there are specific do’s and dont’s in everyday communication, there 
are also specific rules in dating etiquette that are often overlooked amongst to-
day’s teens. For example, one should ask someone out on a date before asking 
them to commit to a relationship. It is also respectful to ask someone out in 
person, not through a text message. One must also go up to the door to pick up 
their date and make sure they are home by curfew.
   “Treat each other with respect [on a date] and be excited to be there,” Ms. 
Struckhoff, FACS teacher, said.
   There are also the cliche suggestions, such as the boy should open the door 
for the girl and girls should let him, but not expect him to. 

   “The worst thing a guy can 
do on a date is to be rude to any 
person of service--or anyone, in-
cluding me. The same goes for 
girls; there are no gender lines to 
rude,” Struckhoff said.
  On a date, girls often walk in 
front of the guys in places such 
as a restaurant or the movies; 
however, the boy should lead as 
they walk through crowded plac-
es. When talking a stroll, the guy 
should walk closest to the street. 
Girls should offer to pay for half, 
but guys should prepare to pay 
for the full date, especially the 
first.

Dating Tips
   There are a few things that are important to keep in mind 
while on a date, although they are not absolutely necessary. 
First, one must compliment the other person. Second, it is 
polite (and some find it rather attractive) to refrain from using 
any profanity. “I like it when the girls are independent; when 
they can hold their own. I also like it when they talk about 
themselves a lot,” Dowd said.
   Additionally, one should walk their date to the door after 
the date. A friendly goodbye hug is appropriate; a kiss on the 
cheek may also be acceptable, depending on the situation. Both 
individuals should make frequent eye contact, act questions 
and listen.

First Date Ideas
   One of the many problems 
of dating teenagers face today 
remains the lack of creativity. 
Beyond the typical dinner-and-movie date, teens have a difficult time 
coming up with fun date ideas. This is critically important because 
acts as a first impression--if a teenager does not have fun on the first 
date, they might not want to go on a second. Therefore, the first date is 
critically important and must be a fun and memorable time.

   “A girl shouldn’t talk about other guys on a date and guys shouldn’t 
talk about himself too much,” Dowd said.

   Unfortunately, teenagers often have limited funds; however, a fun-
filled night does not require an extravagant amount of money. A 
picture scavenger hunt around the town is a perfect and fun first date. 
For the first date, it is good to have the night well-planned out   “A fun 
first date is something that they both enjoy, something active. They 
could go out to eat after and then just chill,” Dowd said.

Dating has been around for centuries but in various forms. Because many aspects of dating are constantly changing and developing, it remains 
rather difficult for many teens (and even adults) to understand. 

   In a recent survey conducted at LSN, 35 students described what attributes they find the most and least attractive in the other gender. According to 
the survey, boys notice a girl’s personality before anything. On the other hand, there are three attributes of boys that which girls tend to instantly 
notice: his eyes, his smile, and his teeth or lips.

Unfortunate,” Heine said.
  Heine does have some more enlightening words 
about Arias.
  “Apparently he is a photographer now and that is 
pretty cool,” Heine said.
  There are still plenty of unmentioned child stars. 
They have grown up, but the memories will always 
stay the same.
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Stop by the IB office where DR. Rossiter and Ms. Waers 
will help you with any questions about the IB program 

here at LSN.
Photo by Megan Busse

Being Apart of the International Baccalaureate Program
SavannahMullen-StaffReporter

International Baccalau-
reate, known as IB, is 

an advanced program that 
includes opportunities such 
as the career related and the 
full diplomas, which gives 
students the opportunity to 
get a taste of how college 
classes will be. 
  IB was founded in 1968 in 
Geneva, Switzerland, as a 
non-profit organization, the 
International Baccalaureate 
Program, currently consists 
of four different programs 
for ages three to nineteen. 
There are programs such as 
the primary years, middle 
year, career related and the 
diploma program. 
  The primary year pro-
gram teaches students three 
through twelve and explains 
how to learn, how educators 
teach and practice testing. 
This program focuses on 
teaching students important 
things for inside the class-
room and outside. 
  The middle year program is 
for students 11 to 16, where 
they learn in eight different 
subject groups. They learn 
the four core subjects along 
with the arts, physical and 
health education, design and 

individuals and society. 
  The career related pro-
gram became part of the 
International Baccalaure-
ate Program in 2012 and 
in-
cludes 
stu-
dents 
ages 
16 to 
19. It 
focus-
es on 
the 
per-
sonal 
career 
for the 
indi-
vidual 
and 
aims 
classes 
to-
wards 
the di-
ploma 
they 
one day want to get.
  The diploma program 
is also for students ages 
16 to 19 and consists of 
six subjects. Along with 
the six subjects, students 
have to take Theory of 

Knowledge and during the classes 
write an extended essay.
  To receive an IB Diploma students 
have to have passed a test that con-
sists of the one or two year class. 

The exam is 
out of seven 
and to be 
accepted to 
have an IB 
diploma stu-
dents must 
pass with 
a certain 
number. 
  When be-
ing accepted 
for the IB 
diploma, the 
student has 
to of had at 
least a total 
of 24 out 
of all tests. 
With being 

in six IB 
class, the 
highest a 
student can 
get is a 42 

but to get the diploma is only 24.
 At Lee’s Summit North they have 
the option of doing the diploma 
program, the career related program 
or just taking a couple IB classes. 
North provides six categories to 

choose from to have go towards 
either the diploma program or 
career related. At LSN, there are 
over 40 students participating in 
the International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Program.
  For the International Baccalau-
reate Program, there are many 
classes offered but some are 
higher level (or HL) and stan-
dard level (or SL). The higher 
level classes consist of two 
years, instead of like the stan-
dard level classes which are one 
year.
  If students are not in the diplo-
ma program then students will 
have to pay for their classes they 
take. For one IB class it costs 
$277, two classes $390, three 
classes $503, four classes $616 
and for five classes its $720.
  The International Baccalaureate 
Program offers over 5,578 class-
es in over 4,335 schools. The IB 
Program is offered all over the 
world such as in the Americas, 
Africa, Europe, Middle East and 

Asia. 
  With participating in the IB 
Program students learn many 
life skills that they will end up 
using in college. They focus on 
certain skills such as presenting, 
communication, research, time 
management, critical thinking 
and writing skills. 
  “It is really preparing me for 
what I think college is going to 
be like and many people have 
said it truly has a good impact 
on being prepared for college,” 
Kendall Cline, senior, said.
  Depending on the college an 
individual wants to attend, the 
IB program may or may not 
transfer as credits. Colleges 
partner with the International 
Baccalaureate program and 
some colleges take the credit 
if the individual 
scores a certain 
score on the exam.
  “The IB program 
is really hard but it 
is also very doable 
as long as you 
are willing to put 
the work into the 
classes,” Clayton 
Anderson, junior, 
said. 
  The Internation-
al Baccalaureate 
program is very 
challenging for the 
reason that it is 

there to help the individu-
al be prepared for college. 
The IB program is above 
honor classes due to the 
fact it is more challeng-
ing. 
 For the IB diploma pro-
gram, the students have to 
take three HL classes as 
well as three SL classes. 
If the individual wants to 
take another higher level 
class, then they can do so, 
but would only take two 
SL classes.
  Dr. Robert Rossiter is the 
IB coordinator at North 
and helps set up schedules 
if interested in being a 
IB diploma student. He 
also recommends students 

who are participating in the IB 
diploma for Theory of Knowl-
edge.
  Theory of Knowledge is a 
required class for IB diploma 
candidates and is a zero hour 
class. Being a zero hour class 
means it is before school and 
for diploma candidates, juniors 
take it their second semester 
and then seniors take it first 
semester. 
  When participating in the IB 
diploma, students have to write 
an extended essay. The extend-
ed essay is an in-depth essay 
focused on a certain topic 
chosen from a list of approved 
topics.  
  Also when being a IB diplo-
ma candidate, students must 

contribute to others and by doing 
so students use CAS. CAS stands 
for creativity, action and service. 
Students must have 150 hours at 
least in all the categories com-
bined by the end of the two years 
in the IB program.
  “I am most scared about the 
work load that everyone has 
mentioned and I think it is all 
about time management. I want to 
challenge myself and learning an 
important life skill will help along 
the way,” Addy Ross, sophomore, 
said.
  One thing the IB classes really 
push for students to learn is time 
management and by doing so it 
sets a good precedent for college. 
IB also pushes learning for them-
selves and becoming culturally 
aware by taking a language.
  The International Baccalaureate 

Program is a 
well known 
and highly 
recognized 
elite program. 
It may be 
difficult at 
some points 
but in the end 
it prepares an 
individual for 
college and 
their success-
ful life ahead.
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A look inside the Nelson-Atkins Musuem of Art.
Photo by Blair Clark

Buddist sculpture inside the Nelson-Atkins Musuem of 
Art.

Photo by Blair Clark

The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art
BlairClark-StaffReporter

Shuttlecock by Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen located in Donald J. Hall Sculpture Park
The Mill, Sunset by Thomas Cole located in Gallery 211

Footed Dish from the early 18th century located in Gallery 205
Boulevard des Capucines by Claude Monet in Gallery P33 

Crucified Jesus found in the Italian exhibit

“The Crucified Jesus is my favorite piece because religion is a big part of my life and the sculpture was 
very special to me and my family,” Michael Dickerson, sophomore, said.

 exhibit has over 60 works of 
multiple artist from the time of the civil rights movement. It is meant to show the 
experiences of African Americans during that time period. This exhibit is free of 

admission, but closes April 3, 2016. This exhibit is found in Gallery L10 and L11.
 is a four piece exhibit that features a special tech-

nique which emerged in the 1950s. Four large pieces from various artists are placed 
in this exhibit which is  found in Bolch Building and Gallery L2. It is free of charge 

and Closes November 27, 2016.
 exhibit features some of the various approaches that 

American artists used to create their pieces of art. This exhibit closes May 8, 2016. 
It is free to get in and is located in Gallery 214.

 exhibit has a variety of Chinese 
artist. This exhibit features their expression of the cycle of nature. Flowers to Frost 

is free of charge in Gallery 222. This exhibit closes July 17, 2016.

    “This exhibit really helped me 
learn about the Asian culture and 
their interpretation of everything. 
All the of the artwork was beautifully made as well,” Phoebe Groceman, 

sophomore, said.

 are large portrait bust interpretations sculptures of 
the Italian Renaissance painter 

Giuseppe Arcimboldo’s portrait series. These sculpture are located in 
Donald J. Hall Sculpture Park with free admission. This exhibit closes April 17, 2016.

: A Jain Shrine is 
a very large Indian shrine that was at the Nelson 
for 70 years. The shrine had to be cleaned and 

examined before being placed on display. This 
exhibit is found in Gallery 203. It is free of charge 

and closes May 29, 2016.

So many things to do, so much to see, and an abun-
dance of artwork to admire just a short drive away 
in the heart of downtown Kansas City. 

“My favorite part about going to the Nelson is walking in and getting that overwhelming feeling of how 
much history is in that building. It is just an amazing feeling,” Nancy Nokes, art teacher, said. 

Highlighted 
Pieces:

Exhibits:

Unusual Pets Around the World
ChrisMcLean-StaffReporter Although cute, there are some animals that 

are very strange and surprisingly legal to 
keep as pets. Some people have these pets and 

others do not even know they exist.

Most foxes usually make 
bad pets, but the Fennec 

fox is an excellent pet to own. 
This desert animal tends to 
be small (smaller than cats) 
and smart. The fox is able to 
be house trained to use a litter 
box. It is playful, requires a 
lot of exercise, and poses no 
threat to public safety. When 
fully grown, a Fennec fox will 
be about the weight and size 
of a Chihuahua.
  While the capybara is a 
rodent, it is nothing like a 
guinea pig or hamster. The 
capybara grows up to four feet 
long and weighs more than a 
100 pounds. In some areas, 
capybaras are illegal to keep 
as pets, so make sure that there 
is not exotic pet legislation 
on this animal. Capybaras are 
high maintenance animals; 
they need plenty of room and 
a pond or pool.
  Despite their spines, 
hedgehogs are incredibly 
friendly and they can become 
extremely affectionate with 
their owners. Hedgehogs make 
perfect pets since they are 
calm and low maintenance. 
They require a lot of 
attention, especially 
when they are small. 
Before people buy a 
hedgehog, make sure 
to check the legislation 
in the area. Hedgehogs 
are nocturnal, so if 
their owner is not a 
night owl, it is better 
to choose another 
unusual pet.
   “I used to have a 

hedgehog, but it died a while back. 
Their spines are not that sharp so 
they are safe to have. We kept him 
in a little box the majority of the 
time other than when we had him 
outside or playing with him. He 
ate small worms, maggots, snails, 
fruit and veggies,” Cheyenne Kitz-
mann, sophomore, said. 
 Tarantulas are large hairy spiders 
that can be kept in medium 
sized aquariums as pets and fed 
live crickets. These spiders are 
harmless to humans (except for 
a painful bite), and their mild 
venom is weaker than a typical 
bees. There are hundreds of 
tarantula species found in tropical, 
subtropical, and arid regions. 
They vary in color and behavior 
according to their specific 
environments. Generally, however, 
tarantulas are burrowers that live 
in the ground.
  “I have always wanted a 
tarantula, but sadly I have not been 
able to get one because my mom 

is deathly afraid,” Gabe Davies, 
senior, said. 
  Known as pocket pets, sugar 
gliders are cuddly, tiny creatures 
that will bring plenty of joy to 
the life of their owner. They are 
incredibly playful, loyal and can 
be taught numerous tricks. The 
sugar glider is one of the best 
exotic pets for both families with 
older children and singles. Keep 
in mind that sugar gliders are 
nocturnal by nature and they like 
to stay up at night. Sugar glider 
look a lot like squirrels and they 
are easily mistaken so make sure 
to not lose it outside. 
  “I would love to have a sugar 
glider, they are adorable and they 
seem like fun to own. Owning 
an exotic animal seems like a 
bad thing because we are taking 
them out of the wild and placing 
them in our domestic homes,” 

Gigi Harris, sophomore, said.
  According to the Missouri state 
law, people cannot keep any lion, 
tiger, leopard, ocelot (a type of 
wild cat), jaguar, cheetah, moun-
tain lion, canada lynx, bobcat, 
hyena, wolf, or coyote, or any 
deadly, dangerous, or poisonous 
reptile, in any place. They can be 
place in a properly maintained 
zoological park, circus, scien-
tific, or educational institution, 
research laboratory, veterinary 
hospital, or animal refuge. These 
owners have to be registered with 
the local law enforcement agency 
in the county in which the animal 
is kept.
  As long as the guidelines are 
followed and nothing illegal is 
happening, these animals make 
great pets and they will make 
whoever owns them happy. 

Photos by Gracie Snook
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Anna Kellison explores downtown Kansas City on a nice 
day. 

Photo by Katelyn Betz
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Outside of the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. 
Photo by Blair Clark

From Classy to Candid: Kansas City
ZoeyBarnes-Co-EditorInChief Kansas City has become a city full of artists, musicians and sports fanatics. 

From the Royals winning the world series this past season, to the 
numerous art and history museums, Kansas City has many things to do, rain 

or shine. 
  In Travel and Leisure’s ranking of the Top 20 Most Charming Cities, Kansas 
City was ranked number nine. Again from Travel and Leisure, KC was ranked 

number 12, in America’s Best Music Scenes. There have been many other 
great rankings for Kansas City in numerous different magazines and newspa-
pers, but what is it that makes it so great? Is it the team spirit for sports, the 

music and concert scene, or the different districts in Kansas City? 

West 
Bottoms

The West Bottoms in Kansas 
City is one of the city›s 

oldest and smallest districts. 
Right off of I-670, the West 
Bottoms are also known as KC´s 
business district because of all 
the stores for shopping, services 
and entertainment. The West Bottoms are most known 
for housing the Haunted Houses in September and 
October. 
  The haunted houses include The Beast, The Edge 
of Hell, Chambers of Poe and Macabre Cinema. The 
Beast has been voted as one of America›s ¨Most Scary 
Haunted House¨.
  Time Magazine once called the Beast ¨one of the fin-
est haunts is the 100,000 square foot behemoth known 
as the Beast. It’s ghost effects rival those of Disney’s 
Haunted Mansion, and visitors exit the building via a 
four-story slide. It’s all unforgettable¨. 
  Although the West Bottoms may be one of the 
smallest KC´s districts, they make way for some 
of the best memories for any age group, especially 
during the spooky time of Halloween.  

Westport

Westport is Kansas City’s first entertainment districts, with shops ranging from 
clothing to records and restaurants that serve anything from Greek food to 

hamburgers, Westport has something entertaining around every corner. 
  One of Westport›s most well known restaurants is McCoy’s Public house, which 
serves comfort food for lunch and dinner. Another popular restaurant in Westport 
Jerusalem Cafe which serves Greek food. Known for their hummus and gyros, 
Jerusalem Cafe has many healthy and worldly options. 
  Westport has many different stores that sell clothing, vinyls, and even handmade 
and original home items. Clothing stores include Arizona Trading Co., Boomerang, 
Bunker, Clothz Minded and Volume One. Mills Record Company is just down the 
street from the hotspot of Westport, and sells all different types of vinyls for all 
different types of music. 
  Westport has many 
different types stores 
for drinks, dinners, 

entertainment, and 
shopping, making 
Westport one of the 
most well-versed 
districts in Kansas 
City. 

“Westport has a really cool vibe 
and really cool stores, there 
are also really good places to 
eat down there,” Tehya Good-

man, sophomore, said.

Crossroads

Crossroads is another Art district in KC that is home to Kansas City’s First 
Fridays. Crossroads has many different venues for all different types of 

live music. Crossroads @ Grinders hosts pop, rock and alternative music type 
concerts whereas the Kansas City Symphony and Kauffman Theatre hosts different types 

of symphonies and orchestras. 
  Crossroads is most well known for First Fridays, an art show with live music, food 

trucks and much more. The first Friday of every month thousands of residents from all 
over KC come to enjoy their night. Live music generally starts at 5:00 PM and goes for the rest of the night, as well as street performances 

like aerial performs and live theatre. Exploring this range of city blocks is best done on foot for viewing every artists work. 
  Crossroads also offers many different eateries within the district limits. Jack Stack Barbeque, serving what KC is best known for, Grinders 

& Grinders serves pizza, Lidia’s, which serves classic Italian and even Lulu’s Thai Noodle Restaurant. 
  First Friday’s, many different types of food vendors, and all sorts of entertainment help to make Crossroads a district that brings something 

new with every visit. 

Brookside

Brookside was created in the 1920’s as one of the first shopping districts, 
making it easier for residents of the area to walk for groceries, clothing 

and medical offices. Home to more than 70 shops, Brookside is known as a 
very “homely” district in KC. 
  Brookside is very well known for their St. Patrick’s Day parade and their 
Art Annual. The Brookside Art Annual will be going on it’s 31st year. 
Starting on Friday, April 28 and lasting until Sunday May 1, this art show is 
the one that kicks of the Art show season. 
  On Saturday March 12, the annual St. Patrick’s Day parade in Brookside 
was hosted. The theme for this year was Leapin’ 
Leprechauns, and as a family event, anyone was 
allowed to join in the festivities. 
  Brookside also has a moderate selection of all 
different types of food for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. They also have many different quaint, 
clothing boutiques, for men, women and children. 
Brookside is a great shopping district to consider 
for a family-fun day. 

“The Plaza is a really cool place archi-
tecture wise, and it’s supposed to reflect 

different buildings from Barcelona, 
and it has a really cool cultured feel to 

it,” Helen Simpson, sophomore, said.

“I just think it’s 
[The PlAza] 

really cool because it 
allows people who oth-

erwise wouldn’t see some 
artists to see a whole 

bunch of other 
cool artists,” 

Audrey Wade, junior, said.

the Plaza

The Country Club Plaza in KC is one of Kansas City’s most classy 
districts. With 15 blocks of shops, restaurants and hotels, The plaza 

makes for an exciting day. 
  The plaza offers many different restaurants for brunch, private dining, 

happy hour appetizers and outdoor eateries. Many of the more expensive 
restaurants include the Cheesecake Factory, P.F. Changs, Fogo de Chāo 
and McCormick and Schmicks Seafood. The plaza is also home to Eden 
Alley Vegetarian Restaurant which serves a completely vegetarian menu. 

  The plaza is also home to many different corporate clothing shops as 
well as smaller boutiques. The plaza has a three level Barnes and Noble 
as well as a two story H&M and Forever 21. Other stores such as Urban 
Outfitters, Free People, Michael Kors and The North Face reside on the 

Plaza. 
  Whether looking for a fancy dinner out on the town or a day of shopping 

at stores not typically found in Lee’s Summit, the plaza has many 
different options for all different types of people. 

“I went there [The Plaza] to sell some of my art, because it’s really just 
made by artists for artists to meet other people who are in the commu-

nity and get other people interested in your work. and it’s really a cool 
place to go for like hipster artist central. It was radical,” 

Maddie Stegmann, junior, said.
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Courtesy of www.variety.com
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Live From New York: It’s Saturday Night! 
ZoeRickman-StaffReporter Talk about classic Saturday night entertainment. Sat-

urday Night Live (formally known as NBC’s 
Saturday Night) created by Lorne Michael’s is a va-
riety show containing political and pop culture skits 

that bring the audience to tears of laughter.

Each episode is hosted by 
a special celebrity guest, 

who delivers an opening 
monologue, performs in 
sketches with the cast and 
features performances by 
a musical guest. An epi-
sode normally begins with 
a cold, politically based 
open sketch that ends with 
someone breaking charac-
ter and proclaiming, “Live 
from New York, its Saturday 
Night!”, properly beginning 
the show. The voice of Don 
Pardo announces the actors, 
special celebrity guest and 
musical guests accompanied 
by an uplifting and exciting 
jazz band. 
   SNL has aired 800 epi-
sodes since its debut, mak-
ing it the longest running 
show in the United States. 
Not only is Saturday Night 
Live the only variety show 
of it’s kind in the world, 
renditions of SNL have also 
been aired in Canada, Spain, 
Italy, South Korea, Japan, 
Brazil and Finland.

   As of October 2015, the 
show has featured 142 
cast members. Out of all 
of them, you may know 
Will Ferrell the most, 
as he is considered one 
of the most popular cast 
members in the shows 
history.
   “Ferrell’s arrival at the 
New York City-based 
sketch comedy show in 
the fall of 1995 came at 
a tumultuous time for SNL. 
On the heels of a rough rat-
ings stretch the year before, 
Michaels had chosen to clean 
house, retaining just a handful 
of veteran performers as 
he welcomed 14 new ones, 
including not only Ferrell 
but Jim Breuer, Darrell 
Hammond, and Cheri Oteri,” 
(courtesy of biography.com).

   Will Ferrell left SNL in 2012 
and despite his departure from 
the show, he has come back and 
hosted twice since his career in 
SNL ended.
   Tina Fey is an actress, come-
dian, writer, and producer. Tina 
Fey found her calling in comedy 
as a featured cast member in the 
Chicago-based improve comedy 
group The Second City. She then 

joined SNL as a 
writer, later be-
coming head writ-
er and a performer, 
best known for 
her position as 
co-anchor in the 
Weekend Update 
segment. 
   “I watch SLN 
every night with 
my family and it 
has been a tradi-
tion in my family 

for as long as I 
can remember,” 
Erin Mueller, 
freshman, said.
   Born on Febru-
ary 15, 1964, in 
Madison, Wiscon-
sin, Chris Farley 
studied improv 
before joining Sat-

urday Night Live 
in 1990. He turned 
his small-screen 

success into a film career with 
projects like Wayne’s World 
and Coneheads, and later took 
the lead in Tommy Boy, Black 

Sheep and Beverly Hills Ninja. 
   “Chris Farley was the great-
est physical comedian of his 
generation, a manic cannonball 
who could appear surprising-
ly athletic one moment and 
perilously ungainly the next, as 
likely to pull off a nifty cart-
wheel as he was to obliterate a 
piece of furniture,” (courtesy of 
newyorker.com).
   Chris Farley passed away 
from a drug overdose on De-
comber 18, 1997. He was only 
33 years old, but left watchers 
with many laughs and very 
large shoes to fill.
   Saturday Night Live is a leg-
endary and revolutionary televi-
sion show that has gone on for 
many years and will continue 
for many more.

New Games Coming Out for 2016
WillMauer-StaffReporter The summer months are the best time for high school kids 

because there is not worry for homework, struggling to get to 
class on time, or getting up early. Long summer days are used 
for some to get out and play but for others, it is the best time 

and spend a day or two inside, playing video games.

No matter what con-
sole, or computer 

gamer’s use, they will have 
a bias towards it. Gamers 
will defend it and rarely 
will be persuaded to anoth-
er system. There are Xbox 
gamers and PlayStation 
gamers; it is a fierce rivalry 
for both sides and they 
both have advantages to 
each respective console.
   The Xbox One and PS4 
came out in 2013 and 
gamers have not looked 
back. The Xbox one is 
more of an entertainment 
console than the PS4, but 
they both run games at 
a great pace. There are 
different games for the 
different consoles that are 
called exclusives, meaning 
that a certain game is only 
on a certain console. These 
games sway people’s 
opinions on what console 
to buy but they have other 
reasons as well.
   “Most of my friends 
have an Xbox, so that is 

what I play,” Jared Finch, 
senior, said.
Xbox One and PS4 battle for 
exclusive rights for the best 
games and this year is no 
different. A few big games 
are starting to roll out for 
each console, starting with 
Uncharted 4, which comes 
out April 26 of this year. It is 
apart of the PlayStation ex-
clusives, along with Horizon: 
Zero Dawn and The Last 
Guardian. Xbox exclusives 
for this year include Gears of 
War 4, Quantum Break and 
finally Crackdown 3.
   The big titles always come 
out later in the year, as that 
is when games such as Call 
of Duty, or Halo come out. 
A series like Call of Duty 
comes out every year, but 
games like Halo only come 
around every few years. The 

games that take time to 
make and the publisher 
take time to perfect are 
usually the better game. 
Take into consideration a 
game like Rocket League.
   “Rocket League matches 
can be orderly or chaotic 
depending on who’s play-
ing, but no matter the state 
of the match, everyone 
has a blast,” (courtesy of 
gamespot.com).
    Games like Rocket 
League are huge success 
because they took some time to 
make. Not just pumping some-
thing out every year even if it 
is not the best game. Ubisoft, 
or the creators of Assassin’s 
Creed, have said they may start 
releasing slower than their 
annual release. The game will 
take longer to develop and for 
them to perfect, thus hoping to 

make the game better and 
smoother.
   “I would rather wait for a 
game, and it be amazing than 
for it to come out as quickly 
as possible and it have major 
bugs,” Anthony Roganti, 
junior, said.
   Of course, games like Call 
of Duty, Madden 17, and 
NBA 2K17 will come out 
this year, as they always do. 
Gamers will stand in line 
and buy them. These games 

tend to come out later in the 
year and always have great 
sales numbers. With the new 
consoles, games have looked 
better than ever and publishers 
have pushed the systems to the 
max. The annual releases look 
good, but look incredible when 
they have been in the works for 
some time. 
   Gamers have many options 
now to play, but in the near fu-
ture is when the massive titles 
come out, it will be a wonderful 
time for everyone involved.
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The LSN baseball team warming up for their upcoming season. 
Photo by Gracie Snook

Courtesy of a.fssta.com

Save the 
Date

Taking a Swing Towards the Season
  As spring approaches so does baseball season. The 
Bronco baseball team looks ahead, training to be-

come the best they can be this season.

LexieTalpers-JuniorEditor

As the baseball team pre-
pares for their upcoming 

season the expectations are high 
and the players get themselves 
ready for the season.
  “I expect us to start the season 
strong and progressively get 
better. We should definitely be 
in the running for a conference 
and district championship,” 
Hayden Bradford, junior, said
  The baseball team has been 
preparing for the upcoming sea-
son by doing morning workouts 
everyday. They condition and 
prepare to tackle their competi-

tion when the season starts. 
  “To prepare for the upcoming 
season, we are going through 
preseason workouts that do not 
only improve our skill level 
but it helps us bond as a team 
and brings up closer,” Bradford 
says.
  The boys all bring their own 
unique skills to the baseball 
team and with combined effort 
they can accomplish many 
things. As each player has a 
specific role on the team, united 
they can accomplish anything.
  “I play catcher and I like 
being the catcher because I get 
to throw out runners and also 
when people try to steal home, I 
get to typically be the one to tag 
them out,” Gunnar Gronberg, 
junior said.
  The players all have specific 
goals they want to accomplish, 
not only as a team but indi-
vidually as well. Each of the 
boys wants the team to succeed 
overall but also want to become 
better themselves. 
  “I want to have a batting 
average about .400, be named 
to the all conference team, and 
hopefully get noticed by college 
scouts because I want to go to 
college for baseball,” Bradford 
said.
  The coaches also have high 
expectations for their players 
and how they expect them to 
conduct themselves on and off 
the field.
  Baseball requires a lot of 
patience, precision and timing. 

The players need to know when 
to hit the ball and when they 
should run.
  “The hardest part of baseball 
is the timing. It requires a lot 
of patience and waiting for the 
right pitch to hit or the right 
time to steal a base,” Gronberg 
said.
  Baseball is a tough sport 
to perfect and execute with 
perfection. The amount of time 
and practice the players put into 
learning when to hit the ball, 
how hard to throw the ball to 
the base or when to try and steal 
a base. 

  “I think the hardest part about 
baseball is the timing. It’s tough 
to know when to attempt to 
steal a base and it’s hard to find 
the perfect pitch to swing at,” 
Justin Root, junior, said.  
  There is always plenty of 
competition for the team to 
play against to improve their 
skills. They always look to pose 
a challenge to the other Lee’s 
Summit schools and look to 
beat the other schools.
  “Some of the hardest compe-
tition would be Lee’s Summit 
West just because they are very 
experienced and most of their 
team this year is returning varsi-
ty players,” Bradford said. 
  The baseball team begins their 
season in late March and look 
to make a run for a conference 
championship and possibly 
even a state championship run. 
All of the team comes together 
to work towards a successful 
season for the Broncos.

The  first official 
home game of 

the season will be 
against LSHS on 

March 30.

The next game will 
also be at home 

against 
Jefferson City High 

School on the 
morning of April 2.

Fun Fact

NFL Free Agency Primer 2016 
The National Football League (NFL) season has ended 
with Von Miller and the Denver Broncos hoisting the 

Lombardi Trophy and Cam Newton walking away from the micro-
phone. The Super Bowl champions have a lot to celebrate, but business 

is back in session.

WillMauer-StaffReporter

The NFL free agency is a 
crazy time of year, where 

sources are everywhere saying 
different things; fans have no 
idea what to believe. There are 
some massive names out there 
looking for the best combina-
tion of the highest bidder and 
winning culture, including 
Super Bowl MVP Von Miller.
  Von Miller is not well liked 
in the Kansas City area but not 
even the biggest Chiefs support-
er can deny his great play. He 
is an aggressive force that most 
cannot believe will leave Mile 
High Stadium.
   “Miller is a magnetic force in 
the locker room. Having him 
available in the offseason would 
be a significant step toward 
repeating as champions,” Troy 
E. Renck (courtesy of denver-
post.com.)
  Another Super Bowl player 
now free agent is Josh Norman, 
cornerback for the Carolina 

Panthers. He will be a hot 
commodity for the league but 
most believe the Panthers will 
lure him back to Carolina. The 
defense is stacked up for anoth-
er run to win the championship, 
but the Panthers need some-
thing else, more playmakers on 
offense. After their best offen-
sive weapon, Kelvin Benjamin, 
went down, it was tough for 
them to score on good defenses. 
That especially showed in the 
Super Bowl when the Panthers 
could not move the ball against 
the Broncos defense.  
  As far as the Kansas 
City Chiefs, they have a 
great deal of talent that 
are free agents this year. 
Big names include: Eric 
Berry, Sean Smith, Tamba 
Hali, Derrick Johnson, 
Husain Abdullah and 
Tyvon Branch. That is not 
even including the big 
guys in the trenches: Jeff 

Allen, Donald Stephenson and 
Jaye Howard.
 “I think we need to 
avoid using the franchise tag 
on Eric Berry and sign him to a 
long term deal,” Dennis Crull, 
junior, said.
  The Chiefs are in great posi-
tion to resign players, as they 
have cap room to do so. It is 
crucial for this team to keep 
most of the core together so 
they can have a chance to go on 
a championship run, just like 
their counterparts, the Broncos, 
did. Players like Berry and 
Johnson are very important, as 
they are great players in key po-
sitions. Middle linebacker and 
starting strong safety, as well as 
leaders in the locker room. The 
entire team looks up to those 
guys, so they need to find a way 
to get a deal done.
  There are not many players 
that have reported interest in the 
Chiefs. Jeremy Maclin joined 
the Chiefs last year in free 
agency and had a major impact 
immediately. There is no player 
believed to do that for them this 

year. John Dorsey, the Chiefs 
General Manager, is most likely 
going to try and re-sign as 
many players as possible, and 
build through the draft rather 
than overspend in free agency.
  “I believe the draft is a better 
way to get players rather than 
free agency, so that is what I 
hope we do,” Garrett Mason, 
junior, said. 
  Free agency is a great time 
for players, as they get com-

pensated for their last few 
years of work. Fans will 
go through every little 
move their team did, or 
did not make, and crucify 
the General Manager for 
it. All in all, free agency is 
a great time for the NFL, 
especially because they are 
getting exposure during 
the offseason.

The Dallas 
Cowboys, San 

Francisco 49ers 
and the 

Pittsburg 
Steelers are all tied 
for the most Super 
Bowl wins.  They 
have all won five 

Super Bowls.
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Courtesy of nextimepulsessports.com

Garrett Mason filling out his March Madness bracket. 
Photo by Lexie Talpers

Only 35 out of 
the 346 

division-one 
schools have 
won national 

championships. 

Fun Fact

The Journey to the Tourney
In 1939, the University of Oregon defeated the Ohio State Uni-
versity in what was the first ever NCAA Men’s College Basket-
ball Championship. Nearly 80 years later, the tradition is still 

alive, growing and expanding by the year. 

JackLangle-NewsEditor

From originally eight teams 
in the tournament to now 

a total of 68, and from a small 
following at first to one that 
has now reached millions and 
millions.
   “I love the NCAA tour-
nament, I guess my favorite 
part of it all is to see how my 
favorite teams compete and 
finish. I also enjoy the upsets 
that happen unless they happen 
to my team, like last year when 
Iowa State was upset in the first 
round,” Mr. McIntosh, science 
teacher, said.
   Every year in the beginning 
of March, over 60 million 
Americans fill out a bracket, 
whether for fun or competition. 
Money spent on gambling and 
other bets surrounding the tour-
nament extrude over one billion 
dollars every year.
   All of these players in what 
is sometimes called “America’s 

Biggest Competition” all have 
one goal, besides winning their 
pool. To fill out the coveted 
“perfect bracket”.
   The odds of being perfect 
during March are one in 9.2 
quintillion; that is 18 zeros. A 
person is more likely to win 
the lottery or die from a from a 
freak vending machine accident 
before they predict all 67 tour-
nament games right.
   Yet people still fill them out, 
entering their guesses into pools 
and competitions. From 15 
dollars, all the way to millions 
and more.
   Filling out brackets has 
always been competitive, but 
in recent years there has been a 
whole new approach to strat-
egy. Bracketology is a whole 
approach to breaking down the 
odds and outlooks of college 
basketball, including the brack-
ets.
   ESPN as well as other net-
works have entire TV shows 
dedicated to this. So, fans can 
get up-to-the-minute informa-
tion and stats. They can also get 
predictions and inside info from 
experts.
   “There are so many different 
apps and websites to use when 
you fill out a bracket, it’s crazy 
to see how many options you 
have,” Anna Donaldson, sopho-
more, said.
   Finding strategies and other 
insides are even more common 
on the Internet. There are thou-
sands of websites that give die-
hard fans the information they 

need. They can also download 
the website’s app for informa-
tion whenever they want.
   “Anyone’s 
chance of filling 
out a perfect 
bracket this year 
is worse than 
ever, there is no 
dominant team in 
the pool,” Drew 
Houk, sopho-
more, said.
   Last year, mortgage-lending 
company, Quicken Loans put 
on their own bracket contest for 
up to 15 million Americans. If 
one out of the 15 million people 
completed a perfect bracket, 
Quicken Loans was ready to 
give away a one-billion-dol-
lar check in the name of the 
winner. No one won, but it built 
such hype, as speculation is still 
about to whether they will do it 
again this year.
   Last year, the tournament 
averaged its highest viewership 
in 22 years, with about 11.3 

million viewers as an average. 
That topped the previous years 
average of 10.5 million viewers.

   Many games 
in the early 
rounds of the 
tournament 
take place 
during work 
and school 
hours, but 
that does not 
stop fans from 

watching. From computers to 
phones, access of the games 
through streaming apps is high-
er than ever. Even at LSN, some 
teachers will play games off of 
their projectors during the day 
for them and their students.
   Ever since 1939, a couple 
games to see who is the best 
in March has now turned into 
something huge. It is not just 
fun anymore, for the fans and 
players; it is now a lifestyle—a 
once-a-year, billion-dollar, 
more-likely-to-win-the-lottery-
than-be-perfect lifestyle.

Muhammad 
Ali:

Not All Heroes Wear Capes
Every athlete goes beyond performing physical 

feats and that is their business. A hero also does the 
same thing. But what makes a sports hero worthy of admiration? 
They may have flaws but they have shown through by sacrificing 
their time, money, and sometimes even personal well being for the 

betterment of others.

HaleyHynes-StaffReporter

Not all athletes are heroes. 
It is said that, truly the 

best of the best are the ones 
who demonstrate courage and 
nobility in not only their sports 
but in everyday life. They can 
make any individual want to be 
better than they are and strive 
for greatness.
  Sports heroes have existed for 
thousands of years. But for the 
more modern American heroes 
that exist is Babe Ruth. At 
the time of his playing, which 
spanned for 22 seasons (1914-
1935), several young children 
looked up to him as the best 
baseball player of the time. He 
has several quotes about not 
giving up including, “Never let 
the fear of striking out keep you 
form playing the game”.

  Have you ever wondered 
where a charity run comes 
from? Terry Fox was the 
founder of the first charity run 
in 1980 called the “Marathon 
of Hope”. Fox was formerly a 
basketball player and a distance 
runner. However, due to a can-
cerous condition, had his right 
leg amputated. He still contin-
ued to run even with his cancer 
spreading to other parts of his 
body. Sadly, Fox was forced to 
stop participating in his runs, 
when the cancer spread to his 
lungs. He raised 1.7 million 
dollars for cancer research by 
the time he died in 1981. 
   David Maksin, senior, admires 
Adam Wainwright who plays 
for the St. Louis Cardinals.
  “He was a really good pitcher 

but then he got Tommy John 
surgery and nobody knew if he 
could come back to perform the 
way he used to,” said Maksin.
   Maksin sees Wainwright as 
someone to aspire to because he 
was able to make a comeback.
   “Everytime I get knocked 
down, I think about how he got 
knocked down but he got right 
back up and still performed at 
such a high level. He did not let 
that little setback stop him from 
being the best in the National 
League,” said Maksin.
 Josh Littell, senior, shows 
some light of Marcus Dupree. 
He played for the Oklahoma 
Sooners then played in the Na-
tional Football League for the 
Los Angeles Rams.
   “He was an absolute beast 
running back who played for 
his brother who could not 
walk,” said Littell.
 Dupree inspires Littell a lot in 
his everyday life.
   “He makes me feel like it is 
possible to make any thing from 
my life,” said Littell.
    Anna Schenkelberg, senior, 
jest learned about a new sports 
hero that has inspired her. 
   “I just learned about Jesse 
Owens in history class. He ran 
in the Berlin Olympics during 
World War II. He was seen as 
inferior then because of his Af-
rican decent, especially during 
an Aryan resurgence in Germa-
ny,” said Schenkelberg. 

   She admires his spirit even 
though everyone was rooting 
against him.
   “He ended up winning four 
medals. He was determined 
to defy the odds and race not 
only himself, but his country as 
well,” said Schenkelberg. 
   Even though many people 
may think of heroes wearing 
capes, these athletes are humans 
who have been able to touch the 
hearts of individuals throughout 
time and across the world.

“I am an 
ordinary man 
who worked 

hard to develop 
the talent I was 

given. I 
believed in 

myself, and I 
believe in the 
goodness of 

others.”
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November 1, 2015. That was when Wade Davis pitched the final strike for the final out against Wilmer 
Flores and the New York Mets, for the Kansas City Royals first title in 30 years. Now, on April 3, the 

world gets the rematch. 
   The game, which was originally set to play on April 4, along with many other Major League openers, was 
pushed up a day to the third. So that it could be broadcasted in front of a national audience, primetime. 
   The game will be at 7:35 pm at Kauffman Stadium, being the finale of a triple-header slate of matches 
on ESPN. The match-ups also feature the St. Louis Cardinals versus the Pittsburgh Pirates and the Toronto 
Blue Jays against the Tampa Bay Rays.
   The game is garnering a lot of attention, locally and nationally, and ticket prices are going up. It is the first 
time that the Royals and Kauffman Stadium will host an Opening Night game in front of a national audi-
ence. For the second time, they will be called “The Reining World Champs”.

Baseball season is back in session, although the Royals still are not in Kansas City, they are playing 
ball down in Surprise, Arizona. Getting back in the swing of things, the top players in the organization 

come out and get back in the everyday routine of playing baseball. Perhaps the games are not the most 
competitive, but they do help the scouts see who should be on the 25-man roster. Players come back from 
all over the country during the offseason and start to gel together, hopefully the start of something big. 
   The Royals have been down in Surprise for about three weeks now and have played multiple games. 
About ten Spring Training games are on TV, on the same channel that regular season games are on, FSKC. 
Newer fans of the Royals must realize that spring training is not a huge deal. Prospects will try and catch 
Ned Yost’s eye and get as spot on the roster. All of the main players from last year will still be on the team, 
but whether they have bad or good spring trainings, it means almost nothing coming into the regular season. 

As the Royals begin Spring Training, there are many returning players such as Eric Hosmer, Salvador 
Perez, Lorenzo Cain and veteran Alex Gordon. 

  Eric Hosmer is the Royals first baseman and to most fans he is known as “Hoz”. He has won three consec-
utive Golden Gloves. This past 2015 season Hosmer had a batting average of .297 with 18 home runs and 
93 RBI’s (Runners Batted In).
  Salvador Perez or otherwise called “Salvy returns for the 2016 season as the World Series MVP. Perez is 
the Royals catcher, a three-time MLB All-Star player and won three consecutive Golden Gloves. Fans also 
know him for giving players and coaches post game Gatorade baths.
  Alex Gordon is also returning to join the Royals this upcoming season after being resigned to a four-year 
deal. He is the left fielder, a three-year MLB all-star player and has won four Golden Gloves. Gordon has 
been playing for the Royals for eight years. 
  The Royals also have many other fan favorites returning such as center fielder Lorenzo Cain, third base-
man Mike Moustakas and pitcher Chris Young. 

The five long months of offseason leaves baseball fans thirsty for more, especially after several 
months of screaming at the television or the adrenaline as a game goes into extra innings as the 

teams are toe to toe. The only things that keeps baseball fanatics remotely sane during these gameless 
months are the constant whispers of trades and signings. Within the last couple of months, the Royals 
lost four of their beloved players: Alex Rios (outfielder), Johnny Cueto (pitcher), Jeremy Guthrie (pitch-
er) and Ben Zobrist (second baseman).
   Rios proved himself an excellent left fielder at the start of the Royals’ season last year; however, his 
season was short due to a hand injury and was placed on the Disabled List (DL).
   Cueto, another new recruit, was traded from the Cincinnati Reds soon after the All-Star Game last July. 
Although he did not prove himself to be an exceptional player, he did start a couple of games (including 
one in the post-season) the helped lead the team to victory. He agreed to a 6-year, 130 million dollar 
contract with the San Francisco Giants in December. 
   Zobrist is known as the quickest player to with the Kansas City fans’ hearts, starting only 26 games 
for the Royals all season. As a free agent, Zobrist signed with the Chicago Cubs for a four-year, fifty-six 
million-dollar contract.
   Guthrie, who started in the 2014 World Series, signed with the Texas Rangers in February. Although 
he was in the pitching lineup for quite some time, he was removed from the rotation in the middle of last 
season. His ending ERA for the season was 5.95.

Of the three re-signed players for the Royals, beloved catcher Salvador Pérez 
is not one of them. He wants an extension though. His contract right now is 

very team friendly. He is outplaying his contract on a vast degree. He wants more 
money, but the Royals do not have to give him more if they do not want to. 
   Since the Royals needed starting pitching help they decided to forgo getting 
someone free agency and bringing back Chris Young. He is expected to go to 
switch between the bullpen and the starting rotation throughout the year. 
   They have also re-signed left fielder Alex Gordon. Gordon’s new contract is the 
richest in team history, at four years and 72 million dollars. Even though draft 
picks are nice, Gordon is way more valuable to the team right now than a pick. 
There was speculation that he was not coming back but both parties agreed upon 
a price that worked out for all. He is expected to play left field at a gold glove 
caliber level. He is the best defensive left fielder in the game today and the Royals 
expect him to be back at that level. The best is yet to come. 

Royals and Mets: The Opening Night Rematch

Spring [Training] in Full Swing

The Return of the Kings

Four Out the Door

Good Things to Come
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Training for the Trophy in Surprise, Arizona
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The US 

Presidential 

Voting 

System 

Leaves too 

Much Room 

for Corruption

   As of March 8th, Donald Trump is in the lead 
in the Republican primaries with 384 delegates 
won, and Hillary Clinton is in the lead on the 
democratic side with 1,134 delegates and super 
delegates. A delegate is a person sent or autho-
rized to represent others, in particular an elected 
representative sent to a conference (usually more 
influential on the republican side), and a super 
delegate is an unelected official who is free to 
pledge support to any candidate within the elec-
tion (usually more influential to the democratic 
side). There is a term called gerrymandering, 
which allows a party to restate boundaries in or-
der to favor their party. This is a very complicat-
ed and worrying issue, because it can allow one 
party to control an area simply by rearranging 
some voting boundaries.
   Once all of the primaries and caucuses have 
taken place, the delegates go to vote in the 
National Convention. In order to win and become 
the representative candidate for one’s party you 
must win over half of the votes cast in by the 
delegates. If no one receives over half the votes, 
negotiations are held to decide which candidates 
move forward into the “next round” and which 
are withdrawn. This process carries on until the 
two candidates from either party are chosen. 
   “I do not really know how the voting system 
works, and I am only a year away from being 
able to vote. I just know what I believe in and 
who I think should lead our country,” Jessica 
Whitmore, junior, said.    
   This system itself has its flaws, Every state 

chooses its delegates differently, usually either 
elected through a primary ballot, a state’s elected 
republican leadership can appoint a delegate, 
receive a majority of votes at either a state 
Republican convention or a convention in their 
local Congressional District, or by becoming 
your state’s party chair. Super delegates are 
unelected delegates who are free to support any 
candidate for the presidential nomination at the 
party’s national convention. Then, come time for 
the actual election, it is up to these delegates to 
represent their state and therefore represent the 
people. They represent their state in the Electoral 
College, which ultimately decides who the next 
president of the United states will be. 
   “I believe the Electoral College, although 
useful, is outdated. I see no need for 21st century 
America to vote through the electorate. In early 
American history, this system was helpful for 
voting reporting. Today, I think it only helps in 
the fact that it motivates the candidates to try and 
visit the entire country during their campaign 
(instead of only the highest populated states). 
Still, in my humble opinion, one person=one 
vote makes the most sense. I believe our political 
campaign process would change somewhat, but 
for the better,” Lauren Hollingsworth, history 
teacher, said. 
   While this system has worked well for our 
country for a while, the question is still raised: 
Are the people truly being represented? Or is the 
popular vote being overshadowed by the corrupt-
ed system? 

The United States is coming up on yet another 
presidential election. With Barack Obama 

officially leaving the White House, two new 
candidates must be brought forth, one Democrat 
and one Republican. But to understand how these 
candidates are chosen, we must look closely into 
the election system and how the whole year lead-
ing up to the election is just as important as the 
election itself. The system of deciding who will 
become the next president is a very complicated 
one, but it is extremely costly and at times can be 
unrepresentative of the public opinion.
   To understand what is wrong with the system 
currently in place, you must first understand the 
system itself. In the first stages of the election, the 
candidates on both sides must go through a series 
of primaries and caucuses. 
   A primary is a pre-election election to appoint 
delegates to a party conference or to select the 
candidates for an election. In 2016, the primaries 
kicked off on February 1, when both the Re-
publican and Democratic parties held their Iowa 
caucuses, and ends at the national conventions in 
July, when party delegates officially select their 
nominee. 

MarinCarey-StaffEditor

Farming: The 

Basic Way of 

Life...
or 

Cute 

Animals 

Taking Over 

the World?
after they emerge,” (courtesy of fao.org).
   Farming has always been a big deal in 
the beginning of any type of society, such 
as ancient Greece, Rome, Mesopotamia, 
everywhere. In the United States in 1850, 
the government census recorded that 
there were about 1.3 million farms within 
the country. But in 1950, 100 years later, 
5.2 million farms were recorded. In the 
last 66 years, the demand for farms has 
increased as the population did. Now, 
there are farms specifically for the breed-
ing of cows, chickens, pigs and other 
livestock. This is due to the increase in 
hungry, meat-eating people to feed.
   “The U.S. will produce a record 95 
million pounds of meat in 2015, thanks 
to the pork and poultry industries. Milk 
production will also be historically high, 
at 211.5 million pounds,” Alison Rice, 
AG Web Editor, said (courtesy of agweb.
com).
   Personally, I would like to have a cow, 
chickens, a couple goats, sheep, maybe 
four dogs, one or two pigs, bunnies, cats, 
ducks, turkeys and maybe a donkey and/
or a small horse. I would not really use 
the horse for transportation, like what 

they were originally used for. Most of 
the animals I listed are grass-eaters, but 
these animals provide different uses 
that will be used for other things within 
the household. Cows and goats provide 
milk and cheese, but, honestly, I do not 
want to do that kind of work. I would 
rather spend my time cuddling with my 
bunnies and cats than churning butter. 
Pigs will be cute, but they stink and get 
dirty, so I would only have a few. Some 
chickens are fluffy and cute and yummy, 
eggs! Breakfast, anyone? Cats keep mice 
and rats out of the barn and sheep will 
provide wool for a fluffy new sweater 
during the winter months. Dogs are good 
to bring the sheep in from the field and 
also to cuddle! And bunnies? Bunnies are 
just plain adorable.
   “Farming is extremely necessary, but 
there need to be more organic farms. I 
love pigs...and bacon,” Jolene Skaggs, 
senior, said.
   Having a farm can be very beneficial 
for citizens because they get adorable 
animals to cuddle with and they can even 
provide food or little animal kisses.

Farming, the basic and original way of 
life. It is a simple life, a quiet life...

unless aliens mutilate your cattle!
   Having cute animals and petting soft 
animals may be one of the perks of hav-
ing a farm, but farms have many environ-
mental benefits as well. Soil improves, 
water pollution is reduced on the farm 
(only if the plants do not have pesticides) 
and a better quality of life occurs when 
having adorable animals with you at all 
times.
   “Many changes observed in the 
environment are long term, occurring 
slowly over time. Organic agriculture 
considers the medium- and long-term 
effect of agricultural interventions on the 
agro-ecosystem. It aims to produce food 
while establishing an ecological balance 
to prevent soil fertility or pest problems. 
Organic agriculture takes a proactive 
approach as opposed to treating problems 

LiliCunningham-EntertainmentEditor
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The 

Art in 

Our 

Lives
forms of communication may fail to allow 
us to express ourselves completely and this 
is when we turn to art.
   “The aim of art is to represent not the out-
ward appearance of things, but their inward 
significance,” Aristotle, Greek philosopher, 
said.
   When we create art we make decisions 
throughout the entire process. When we 
view art, we make decisions on how to 
interpret what we are seeing. We use logic 
and reason to attribute meaning to what we 
see or what we create.
   “I see a lot of graffiti and art all over 
school. Music is what keeps a lot of people 
going, as well as art and other things. Art 
is essential to human life because without 
it I feel as if there would be no creativity 
and no independence,” Brendan DeMeyer, 
junior, said.
   Because art has such an emotional con-
nection to us, these choices are passionate 
to us. We learn to defend them and explain 
them to others. Art not only helps strength-
en our critical thinking skills, but improves 
the way we communicate our thoughts and 
emotions to others.
   “When I am mad or depressed I turn on 
music and block everything else out and I 

sit and listen to it and calm myself down. I 
see music emotionally and it definitely has 
some emotion to it. As a violinist, I have 
learned how to emotionally move people 
through music. It is difficult but it is fun,” 
Hannah Isley, sophomore, said.
   Art gives us a different insight into our 
history. It shows us how those events im-
pacted the people living them. Through art, 
we learn the joy felt during times of happi-
ness and we see the pain and despair during 
times of suffering. We see the hopes and the 
dreams, or the fears and regrets of the past. 
Through art, we gain a better understanding 
of how the events throughout history have 
shaped us into what we are today.
   “Life beats down and crushes the soul and 
art reminds you that you have one” Stella 
Adler, American actress, said.
   Different types of art include: drawing, 
photography, weaving, sculptures, painting, 
singing, creating music through instru-
ments, making masks, jewelry, pottery, a 
mosaic, plays, theater and tapestries.    All 
of which involve mental concentration and 
help relieve stress and create relaxation. 
You do not have to be overly skilled to do 
these things either, they are easy to learn 
and fun to do.

Art is the gateway to the mind. People 
use it to express their feelings, relax, or 

to create an inviting environment and it is a 
fun way to learn something new.
   Art supposedly increases test scores, gen-
erates social responsibility. Art can arouse 
aesthetic or moral feelings, and can be un-
derstood as a way of communicating these 
feelings. The decorative arts add aesthetic 
and design values to the objects we use 
every day, such as a glass or a chair.
    There was an experiment across the 
nation where students were selected to visit 
a museum. These selected students demon-
strated stronger critical thinking skills, 
displayed higher levels of social tolerance, 
exhibited greater historical empathy and de-
veloped a taste for art museums and cultural 
institutions.
   There is a drive in all of us to create and 
express ourselves through art. Balance is 
felt when you are creating something ex-
actly as you wish it to be. Sometimes other 
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There 
is No 
Such 

Thing 
as “Free 
College”

portunity given. The United States is a place for 
people to better themselves, regardless of what 
kind of life they are born into. 
   Although when it comes to whether college 
expenses should be completely free of charge or 
not, they should not be. Some college expenses 
should be decreased to an extent, of course, but 
they should not be completely eliminated.
   “Middle class families are struggling to send 
their sons and daughters to school. For many 
Americans, a college education is essential to fu-
ture success,” Albio Sires, U.S. Representative, 
said(Courtesy of www.politifact.com). 
   An average out of state college student spends 
approximately $38,554 on college each year. 
College is an extreme amount of money. An 
average middle class family does come across 
issues when it comes to these expenses, but 
financial aid, sports and academic scholarships 
are available. Plus, not every college costs this 
vast amount. 
   “No one should be denied the opportunity to 
get an education and increase their earning po-
tential based solely on their inability to pay for a 
college education,” Bobby Scott, U.S. Represen-
tative, said(Courtesy of thinkexist.com).
   Although many agree with this, college is not a 
right or necessity, it is a privilege. People who do 
not attend college, can still build a life, but those 
who do decide to attend college, should realize 
it is not a must, they have to want it. College 
education is something that should be worked 
for. If the government eliminates college expense 

completely, then students will not work as hard 
as they previously would have with the expenses 
still intact. In many people’s eyes, why would 
they if it is free anyway. 
   “Making college free for everyone would 
almost certainly mean giving far more mon-
ey to students from richer families than from 
poorer ones,” Matt Bruenig, U.S. Representative, 
said(Courtesy of newrepublic.com).
   This raises another stirring question of, would 
it really completely free? College may be free to 
the students attending, but where will the money 
come from to fund the so-called free colleges, 
the staff and campus expenses?
   If students receive scholarships to a compet-
itive school, such as Harvard University with a 
5.9% acceptance rate or Stanford University, with 
a 5% acceptance rate, of course they will receive 
a rigorous and outstanding education. Their hard 
work ethic and discipline, which leads them into 
such a prestigious college in the first place, will 
help set them up for future success. What hap-
pens if college costs are totally eliminated? What 
kind of quality will each college become?   
   This constant issue, which has continued to 
ponder many minds, elaborates the reason why 
the price of college should not be completely re-
moved. Do citizens want to pay higher taxes? Do 
students want an opportunity for a challenging 
education, surrounding themselves with others 
who have the same ambitions, or do they want to 
settle for lessthan they may deserve?

A main controversy battled in today’s society 
is the issue, should college be free? The 

answer simply is no. Frankly, there is no such 
thing as free college for everyone. The money 
has to come from somewhere, but where? The 
nation has been fighting an internal battle to 
come to a conclusion to this question.
   As it says in the constitution, “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal,” (courtesy of www.archives.gov).
   The common mistake made by many through 
this quote is all people in The United States 
should have equal everything. 
   The issue with this misconception is that it is 
more of a socialistic view, where the govern-
ment controls what each person receives. The 
work ethic of an individual has little or no 
effect to the type of wealth, pay or life they are 
granted. Everyone is treated the same. They are 
treated equally, but this is not equal opportunity. 
   “All men are created equal” of course holds 
truth if a person is a citizen of the United States, 
then they have equal rights and opportunity to 
better themselves or improve their life. It is the 
individual’s choice whether they take the op-
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